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control. Excerpt: . . . Comparison of Quality of Care in VA and Non-VA Settings Evidence-based Synthesis
Program sector ( p 0. 195), although it was not clear how the relevant indicator variable for system of care was
used in the model. Johnson and colleagues used data from the Patient Safety in Surgery Study to compare 458
15 female VA patients and 3, 535 non-VA female patients who underwent vascular surgery. The two populations
differed across many categories in assessing preoperative risk profile with private sector patients having a
greater incidence of various preoperative morbidities. Private sector vascular operations were more likely to be
emergencies. Types and frequencies of vascular surgery operations differed considerably across hospital type.
For example VA patients had carotid endarterectomies, saphenous vein ligation and arteriovenous fistulas
more commonly than private sector patients; private sector patients underwent above the knee amputations,
femoral popliteal bypass with artificial graft material, femorotibial bypass and open abdominal aortic
aneurysm more frequently than VA patients. Unadjusted postoperative morbidity and mortality were higher in
the private sector. After stepwise logistic regression adjusting for patient and intra-operative characteristics,
there was no significant difference in 30 day mortality rates among VA and PS female vascular patients; there
was a significantly lower odds of experiencing a postoperative complication among VA patients compared with
private sector patients ( OR 0. 60, 05 CI 0. 44-0. 81 ). Both the Hutter and Johnson studies were unable to account
for endovascular procedures performed outside the operating room ( such as in the radiology or cardiology...
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