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illustrated. 1871. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XXXIX Concluding Remarks. washington. --March 20. At Nashville,
travelling north, one loses sight of the Cotton Belt, and the task I had set myself is now about accomplished.
North Tennessee and Kentucky is a country of grains, grasses, and stock--of an undulating surface with good
natural drainage, and elevated ridges oGen fantastical in shape--much more thinly wooded than the cotton
region, an undergrowth of verdure gleaming brightly under the trees. There are considerable breadths of
winter wheat, which, though said to be somewhat backward this season, is thriving in appearance, and gives a
grateful aspect of cultivation and plenty to the land. A degree or two north of Nashville the diHerence of
temperature is quite perceptible, and while the weather in the middle of March is genial and pleasant, the
morning air is rawer, the sky more grey, and there is a colder nip in the winds than farther south. The farm-
housing is mostly all of a more substantial character than on the cotton plantations, but, save on some tobacco
farms of Kentucky, inferior to the steadings on the farms of England or Scotland; and it is obvious that, owing
to the diHerence of climate, the protection of stock from the weather is a matter of much less concern to the
American than to the British farmer. Pens are sometimes built with a flat wattled roof covered with loose straw,
and where such contrivances are wanting the cattle eat their way through the...
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