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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Preparedness and Democratic Discipline The great
word of the present day, said Emerson in 1838, is culture. It was the same word with a different meaning with
which the war began. Some of the defenses of Germany by which her statesmen and professors sought then to
justify her in the eyes of the world raised not merely issues of right and wrong as to the war itself, but issues as
to fundamentals in civilization. The Germans asserted a high claim for world power for the Teutonic race,
based upon a superior Kultur, a civilization which Germany has evolved and which they declared demands
through its success, through its practical results, a far wider sphere of power and influence in world civilization
than it has yet received. Some of these claims of Kultur we have forgotten, as they were not often repeated
after the first few months of the war. The Germans said, in effect: We alone of the great nations of modern
times have succeeded in evolving a great organization of government, a perfection of administration,
unequaled in the whole history of the world. We have done it against tremendous odds and in an incredibly
short time. France is a decadent and corrupt bureaucracy, masquerading as a democracy. England is a
patchwork of disorganized law, feudal survivals, and precedents patched with clumsy adaptations of
transplanted modern German ideas - a civilization gone to seed. What right does her civilization give her to the
choice place in the sun? What is there about the organization of English government which justifies its
continuance except on the basis of sea power and force? Rome lived and spread her...
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